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"immaterial" an adjective? This is from John Searle, An Introduction to the Philosophy of Mind: [... ]
his argument is that the material concept of matter is constituted by its constitutive basis of physical
activity. My question now is: does the purely formal concept of matter depend for its existence on
the material concept of matter? In other words, is the concept of matter immaterial? The answer is
Yes; the concept of matter is not, after all, a material concept, and it would be quite unphilosophical
to try to derive it from the material concept. Does the author (Searle) refer to "immaterial" as an
adjective? A: In this case, he's using the term immaterial in a technical sense, perhaps to mean
above the material plane, in the sense of non-physical. This usage of immaterial is one that seems
difficult to find a good dictionary entry for, but if we did, we would find it in the Oxford English
Dictionary: Convince oneself, no matter what, that something is true without regard to evidence.
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